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SERVE BY CONSERVING

The Crest and Slogan adopted for the National Good Turn.
It will appear on all Conservation Good Turn literature and on
the Recognition Streamer.

CONSERVATION

PLEDGE

[ give my

Pledge as o Canadian
To save and faithfully to
Defend from waste the

Natural Resources of
My Country — its Soil
and Minerals, its
Forests, W aters

and Wizwff""

The publication of tbisgklet has been wmade possible by
the generous financial support of the Pulp and Paper Industry
of Canada. The forest policy of the industry is perpetual yield.
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PREFACE

The Conservation Good Turn — 1956

Authorization

At the Annual Meeting of the Canadian General Council of
The Boy Scouts Association in April, 1955, “Conservation” was
adopted as the theme for Canadian Scouting in 1956. The scheme
will be known as the “National Conservation Good Turn”.

Purpose

Its purpose is to awaken an awareness of, and an interest in,
the need for conservation in the building of Canada’s future. Pro-
vincial Councils, through their representatives on the Executive
Committee of the Council unanimously endorse the scheme.

Organization

The plan provides for the organization of Conservation Good
Turn Committees by every Provincial and District Council (see
pages 24 and 29. It is expected that every Cub, Scout and Rover
section will support the work schemes inaugurated by their
Councils, and will initiate and execute approved schemes of their
OWI.

Who Takes Part

Every member of the Movement will be expected personally
to make the Conservation Pledge. This pledge appears on the work
record card which will be issued to every member together with
a Conservation Button for wear on civilian clothes.

Reports

Each scetien of the Group will make a report of its activities,
on forms provided for that purpose (see page 40).

Recognition

All sections of the Group fulfilling the minimum requirements
of the scheme will be awarded a White Satin Streamer to wear on
their flags (see page 40).
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I have been happy to learn that the Boy Scouts
Association has recently added to the Proficiency Badges
available to Scouts, four new badges dealing with Forest,
Water, Soil and Wildlife Conservation.

I have had the opportunity and good fortune in the
past few years to visit many parts of Canada, and the more
I have travelled the more I have realised how important it
is to promote the wise use and preservation of our natural
resources.

I am happy to learn that "Conservation" will be the
theme of Scouting throughout the nation in 1956, and as
your Chief Scout I am most happy to endorse this effort
and to appeal to every member of the Movement to co-operate
in so important an undertaking.

Boy Scouts are among the heirs of these resources,
and, as members of an organization dedicated to the service
of their country, they have an important role to play in
helping to conserve them.

I shall be pleased to hear of the progress you are
making, and to have a report at the end of the year of
what has been accomplished.

Your plan promises a very real and valued service

to Canada, and I invite every Wolf Cub, Boy Scout, Rover
Scout and Scouter to share in this important project.

l4;;&=s-1_"-‘7zt44‘,4j:>

Chief Scout for Canada.




Conservation

Advisory Committee

To advise and assist the Boy Scouts Association in the
organization of the Conservation Good Turn, an Advisory Com-
mittee, composed of the following outstanding Canadians in the
Conservation field, has been set up and the Association is greatly
indebted to the members of this Committee for their assistance
in the organization of the plan.

Mr. G. W. Foore,
Canadian Pacific Railway Company

Mr. E. D. GLENDENING,
Quebec Federation of Fish and Game Clubs

Mr. J. A. LiviNGsTON,
Audubon Society of Canada

Dr. O. M. McCoNKEY,
Ontario Agricultural College

Mr. J. S. McGowan,
Canadian National Railways

MRr. E. S. RussenHoLT,
Canadian Wheat Pools

Dr. VicTor SoLMAN,
Canadian Wildlife Service

Mz. J. L. Vax Camp,
Canadian Forestry Association

“How can people do such things to their own country—weaken its base,
befoul its beauty, darken its future—How can they do such things and seem
never to realize what they are doing? How can they countenance and join
in a continual defacement and destruction of the body of their land?”

RUSSELL LORD



A Message from the

Chief Executive Commissioner

The Boy Scout Conservation Good Turn for 1956 is a new
venture for Canadian Scouting. An Annual Theme is something
which has been under constderation for a long time and it iS most
fitting that the first of these Annual Themes should be “Conserva-
tion” since we can think of nothing more vital to the welfare
of this country and its people.

The need for Conservation is self evident and in order to
impress upon all members of our Scouting family the need for a
concerted and united effort, individually and collectively, we can
do no better than quote from a recent editorial in “Saturday
Night” commenting on the Royal Commission which has been
set up to examine the prospects for growth and change in domestic
and external markets for Canadian products: “Far too much has
been said and written about the “boundless wealth” of Canada.
The impression has been deliberately created, here and abroad,
that this country is so rich in raw materials that it can never be
impoverished. It may be flattering to national pride, but it does
not say much for our national common sense.”

“Canada has been richly endowed by nature, but not so richly
that Canadians can be as profligate in the future as they have
been in the past without reaching a state of bankruptcy. There
are only so many tons of ore and so many gallons of oil in our
earth; there are only so many rivers that can be dammed, only so
much water that can. be used or polluted. Every ton that is
extracted means one ton less in the national treasury—it cannot be
replaced”. {

Forests or woodlots that are not properly managed are another
entry on the debit side of the ledger.

The information and ideas for Conservation included in this
booklet are worthy of the earnest consideration of every member
of our Movement and we ask each of you'to do your best so that
a truly worthwhile report may be ‘presented to the Chief Scout
at the end of our Conservation Year.
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Conservation Defined

The dictionary definition of “conservation” is “pre-
servation”. The conservation of non-renewable resources
such as oil, coal and minerals is largely a matter of “pre-
servation” or keeping—of distributing the available supply
at a rate compatible with present use and future need;
making wise use of the limited resources.

The renewable resources, soil, water, farm crops,
forests and wildlife are those whose quantity is not limited.
They renew themselves at shorter or longer intervals pro-
vided that their rate of use and replacement are balanced
to safeguard the basic stock and the environment on which
they depend. Most renewable resources, especially wild-
life, cannot be stock-piled. Conservation of such resources
means wise use rather than keeping. High rates of
annual harvest may be needed to prevent one resource
from damaging another. As an example, too many deer
will over-graze a range, kill the plants on which they feed,
cause erosion by destroying plant cover, and finally starve
to death themselves. The damage to the watershed may be
permanent or at least take many ycars to repair. In the
meantime fewer deer can find a living in the area. Con-
servation of deer and deer-range thus involves controlling
deer numbers.

Thus, we see the different meanings of the word
“conservation” when applied to renewable and to non-
renewable resources. To ensure wise use these differences
must be kept clearly mn mind at all times.



Seven Signposts to Service

Read

No matter what part you have to play
in the Good Turn—read this book. Use
the book list (See Appendix II) to help
you choose books from your library or to
purchase. The first two listed are especially
recommended to Leadcrs.

Read The Scout Leader and The Junior Leader for Ideas,
Activities and Progress of the Conservation Gond Turn.

Conservation
GOOD TURN

SIGNPOSTY

No. 1

It is very important that every member of our Scout family
from the newest Cub to the most experienced Leader has a com-
plete picture in his mind of the objective of the Good Turn and
that he knows the end to which his own effort is contributing. This
will only be achieved by a knowledge of the facts.

While this is a practical Good Turn to the Nation, which
it will be possible to measure in terms of projects accomplished,
the most important factor is not the amount of work done but
the impression which will be created in the mind of the Cub,
Scout, Rover or Leader taking part. His experience in this scheme,
however great or small, must be a happy one spiced with adventure,
so that his interest in Conservation will be maintained for the
rest of his life. Thus, the ultimate reward of this scheme may be
expressed not in the number of trees planted today by Scouts but
in the number of forest fires prevented tomorrow by citizens
determined to protect their natural heritage.

The extent to which this is achieved will rest entirely on how
you play your part in the Conservation Good Turn and the extent
to which you malke use of the material in this book and other Scout

publications.
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Study the
Need

No matter at what level you assist in
the development of the Conservation Good
Turn, it is vital that you should be fully
aware of the acute need for the immediate
introduction of Good Conservation prac-
tices and. for the immediate elimination of
practices which are rapidly despoiling our country, despite the
immense size, and the apparent extent of our natural resources. It
is fairly evident that present losses of natural resources through
carelessness and wasteful practices cannot but eventually and

haps sooner than we think adversely affect the health, livelihood
and happiness of our people.

| Conservation
GOOD TURN

SIGNPOST

No. 2

The Importance of Conservation of Natural Resources
by Dr. C. H. GouLrpen, Director,
Experimental Farms Service,
Canada Department of Agriculture

The well-being and prosperity of a nation depends mainly on
the character of its people, and on the manner in which its natural
resources—farmland, water supplies, forests, fisheries, wild life and
minerals—are used for the national benefit. No nation can become
strong and wealthy without natural resources, and no nation can
remain strong which wastes these resources. Conservation is the
wise use without waste of natural resources, and is the responsibility
of all citizens.

Some natural resources, such as coal and oil are irreplaceable,
once used they are gone forever. Other resources, including soil
and water, may with care be used indefinitely; in the one case to
grow crops and trees, and to maintain wildlife in the other for
transportation, water power and to maintain fisheries. It is in such
industries as agriculture, forestry, water power and fisheries that
conservation can be most readily practiced and is most necessary
for continued prosperity.

Because of the great expanse of land suitable for farming in
Canada, much of it occupied, many Canadians think of such re-
sources as practically unlimited. Actually, however, not more than
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one-sixth of the country seems suitable for farming or ranching,
and less than one-twentieth is used for crop production. About
one-third of Canada is suitable only for growing trees and about
one-half of the country is treeless waste land, frozen tundra or
bare mountains. As the population of Canada increases, therefore,
the importance of conservation of land and water resources, par-
ticularly for food production will become greater. It has been
estimated that in another fifty years the population of Canada may
be about 30 million persons, or roughly double the present popula-
tion of nearly 16 millions. To produce food for 30 million persons,
it will be necessary to make efficient use of all known Canadian
resources in agriculture and fisheries. Any wastage of such re-
sources would be injurious to the national welfare.

There is yet another phase of conservation which has both a
practical and esthetic appeal. That phase is the protection of the
natural beauty of Canada.

Its pmctlcal appeal lies in its attraction of tourists from other
countries. Tourist traffic has become an 1mp0rtar1t Canadian in-
dustry and the conservation of the beauty of the countryside thus
becomes a sound form of protection for this industry.

lts esthetic appeal is obvious. Canadians are as appreciative
of natural beauty as any other people, and the protection of this
beauty thus becomes a contribution to the lifc and happiness of
our own people.

The extent to which conservation is a matter of purely selfish
concern to each citizen of Canada should not be overlooked. Very
large sums of money are spent by governments every year in re-
pairing damage to roads, rivers, and buildings by erosion and
flooding; in flood control works; in fire-fighting in forest areas
and in other ways. Much of this expenditure merely makes up,
in part, for losses which might have been avoided had proper con-
servation measures been adopted. The main point is that failure in
conservation increases taxation and directly reduces the real wealth
of the nation. ’

Dr. C. H. Goulden has explained in a few words in this
booklet what that NEED is, but do not stop there. In the course of
your normal daily life look about you for good and bad conserva-
tion practices, read (see Appendix II), talk with conservation
authorities, see films. : :

Be Prepared, Be Aware, Be a Good Example.



Photos—Dept. Lands and Forests, Ontario

or This?
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Study What Has
Conservation Been Done By Scouts

GOOD TURN By learning of the achievements of

SIGNPOST Scouts over a period of years you will
appreciate the scope and possibilities of
a national effort by all members of the
Scout family.

Many people will minimize the value
of work done by boys. But the evidence contained in this section
should do much to refute this negative thinking. In any case, it
must always be remembered that the value of the exercise is as
much in the education of the boy as in the immediate material gain.

Most Conservation projects so far undertaken by Scouts in
Canada, have consisted of tree planting either for timber, wind
breaks, preventing soil erosion or controlling water run off. It is
perhaps necessary to mention that tree planting is only one aspect
of Conservation. The Boy Scouts of America when they con-
ducted a similar Good Turn in 1954 covered a wide field of pro-
jects.

Whilst every Group should aim to perform some special under-
taking the bulk of its activities will be,concerned with smaller but
no less important jobs. A look through the list of things to do will
soon make this very evident.

What Has Been Done

As you travel along the highways and byways of Canada,
you are bound to come upon a grove of trees, a soil erosion project,
a wind-break, a dam or similar conservation effort which has been
conceived and executed by Scouts. The record of what has been
accomplished is incomplete, but sketchy as it is, Scouting’s con-
tribution to conservation has not been inconsiderable. As far back
as 1926 three thousand acres of woodland were set aside by the
Province of Nova Scotia for reforestation by Scouts.

In the year of Canada’s Diamond Jubilee (1927) the Boy
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Scouts of Canada traced, marked, and suitably decorated the burial
places of the Fathers of Confederation. This was a considerable
undertaking for the conservation of our national heritage. As a
“thank you” for this good turn to the nation, the Federal Govern-
ment incorporated two statues of Boy Scouts into the architecture
of the Confederation Building in Ottawa.

In 1929 Calgary Scouts built and erected one thousand bird-
houses in their city. At that time, there was a civic drive to male
Calgary a bird-sanctuary.

In the 1920’s the large Scout Forestry Camps came into
existence in Ontario. Many a man serving his country in the last
war returned to Angus, near Camp Borden, Ontario, to stand
amongst the trees of the young forest he had helped to plant as a
youth.

The following is a quotation from a report on the (Ganaraska
Watershed produced by the Ontario Department of Lands and
Forests in 1944. Since this report, many thousands of boys have
worked, and are still working on an even larger project in the
Ganaraska Watershed.

“An example of such a thinning is the Boy Scout Coronation
Tract in Simcoe County. In 1937 the County of Simcoe purchased
82 acres of non-agricultural land, as a part of its county forest, on
the Thornton-Baxter road, at a cost of $410.00. The area was planted
the same year with 82,000 red and Scotch pine, by a group of 120
Boy Scouts camped at the village of Angus over the 24th of May
week-end. The boys were drawn from 35 different troops within
a radius of 100 miles of the camp, and one purpose of the outing
was to give them a practical demonstration in conservation. As the
work was done gratis by the boys, the cost of planting was in-
significant and involved only supervision and trucking by the regular
staff of the Department of Lands and Forests. In the late fall of
1943, 7,500 Scotch pine averaging six feet In height were cut from
this area as an improvement thinning, and sold for Christmas trees
for thirty cents each, or a total of $2,250.00.

Scouts are great collectors. Over the years they have collected
fruit baskets, aluminum utensils, seeds, clothing and waste paper,
all to conserve the raw materials. There is no record of the
amounts collected, but it is known that many hundreds of thousands
of tons of waste paper have been salvaged—and one ton of waste
paper saves one cord of pulp wood from the forest. I'urthermore,
this is not the only conservation value. The collection of waste
paper reduces the amount of domestic garbage thereby playing a
part in tidier yards, and reducing the fire hazard in homes.

11



In 1954 the Boy Scouts of America performed a National Good
Turn in Conservation. The results were widely acclaimed by the
public and the Scouts had a lot of fun. The following extract from
a letter from the Executive Director of the Keep America Beautiful
Movement will illustrate the general reaction:

“While the Keep America Beautiful program is national in
scope, it is dependent on execution at the state and local level, with
the assisrance and advice of just such groups as the Boy Scouts. For
that reason, the knowledge that Scouts have gained through various
clean-up and educational ventures of the past year is proving
enormously valuable in the over-all campaign against litter and licter-

bugs.

“In fact a number of the tactics used by Scout troops in various
communities may very well be adopred by other groups in other
regions.

“I refer, for example, to such activities as the Scouts in certain
Oregon communities conducted on the three big holiday week-ends:
Decoration Day, Fourth of July and Labor Day.

“Art the end of cach long holiday, as you will recall, the Scouts
gathered up all the trash accumulated in local picnic and recreation
areas over the threc-day period. With the cooperation of the local
hardware mechant, who sold picnic and camping equipment, the pile
of litter was distastefully arranged in his store window with an
appropriate sign explaining the source of the eyesore and asking the
passers-by whether any of them recognized their own rubbish in
the heap. ’

“As I understand i, the press coverage of this event was such
that even those pedestrians who did not actually pass the store window
learned of the display and were thereby sharply reminded of the
problem.”

Here are a few of the results of the Good Turn.
781,955 feet of stream and lakeshore improved to prevent erosion.

1,093,142 feet of hedgerow planted to protect soil and provide
cover for wildlife.

6,192,753 trees planted.

1,112,093 Cubs and Scouts served as Junior Forest Rangers.
55,346 bird houses made and put out.
4,799 projects completed for fish conservation.
561,675 hours spent cleaning up roadsides and recreation areas.

125,000 acres of Scout camp properties developed as conserva-
tion laborartories.

2,714 rodent control projects.
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The Boy Scouts of India too, have completed a similarly suc-
cessful scheme in their country. So you will see that Conservation is
no newcomer to Scouting, in fact it has been practiced right from
1907 by good Scouts. A good Scout does not cause a forest fire,
doesn’t throw his litter about nor take wildlife unnecessarily.

This is enough to illustrate the point that Scouting has been
actively interested in conservation in all its phases over the years.

Today, Scout Forestry Camps still operate, Scouts still
participate in “clean-up” campaigns and other conservation
practices.

While our contribution to conservation has been worthwhile,
the need for greater knowledge and more effort grows. 1956 will
see the first National Campaign on the part of the Boy Scouts
Association in Canada to further the work of conservation in the
nation’s interest. With the co-operation of all Scouts and the
help and advice of Conservation Authorities, clubs, etc. we can
perform a great Service to the nation and to ourselves as in-
dividuals. \Tor does it stop there. The Scouts who planted trees,
built bird-houses, controlled soil-erosion, etc., in the 1920’s are
the citizens of today who take an active mtcrest in this work.
Thus it will be that the Scouts of 1956 who take part in the Con-
servation Good Turn, will be the active conservationists of the
future.

Things You Can Do

In the pages that follow many activities are listed. They are
not the only things which can be done but are set out here as
ideas to help you to appreciate the scope and possibilities of the
scheme.  Similarly, not all the projects listed will be applicable
to any one place and it is possible that the execution of some,
invaluable in the right circumstances, may well be detrimental
under other conditions. Remember somebody with good inten-
tions once introduced rabbits into Australia—the grim results are
known to the world. What is a useful and pretty wild plant
in one place may well be a harmful weed in another.

Before you attempt any activity, make sure that it is suitable
to your location. (overnment authorities, local Fish and Game
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Clubs, Wild Life Clubs, Field Clubs, Conservationists, etc. will be
very pleased to give advice.

Naturally you will ask permission of owners, local authorities,
or Provincial Governments before putting any schemes into action
on property for which they are responsible.

Wolf Cub Activities

Building

1. Build and set out bird houses, feeding stations, bird baths or dust
baths in backyard or park.

2. Build an exhibit or a demonstration for Pack meeting which shows
how clothes and food come from the soil; how not wasting food
and making clothes last longer helps save soil; and why soil con-
servation is important.

3. Build an exhibit for Pack meeting which shows how homes and
other necessities come from trees, and why forest fire prevention
is important.

4. Build an exhibit for Pack meeting which shows how wild animals
are important as sources of food, clothing and recreation.

Growing
1. Plant shrubs in yard or park to provide food or cover for wildlife,

2. Plant grass seed (and tend) on bare ground in yard, school yard
or church yard to beautify and prevent erosion.

3. Plant tree seedlings in yard or park for shade, landscaping or
ground cover.

4. Help in family garden.

Cub Tests
1. st Star Test (vii) Growing things
(vi1) Care of clothes—thrift
(ix) Road Safety—conserving human life and limb.

2. 2nd Star Test (iv)  Understanding thrift

(v) Produce sketches of . . . flowers and animals
(vi) Fires and stoves — correct use avoids des-
truction.

3. Proficiency badges. Observer, Gardener, Toymaker, Cyclist Safety.

Visits, Rambles and Expeditions
1. Visit fish hatchery, game farm, game refuge or sanctuary to see how
fish and game animals are raised.
2. Visit a farm and find out how conservation practices help protect
the soil.
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Visit a lumber yard and find out how different kinds of wood are
used and where they come from.

Visit a water works, pumping station or purifying plant and find
out where water comes from and the steps necessary to make it
fit to drink. Find out how water is wasted in the community.
Visit woodlots and/or forests and compare trees and animals found
to those found in open. Visit tree farm.

Nature rambles to learn to recognize flowers, trees, birds, etc. Get
help from local nature or field club.

Fishing expeditions—to find out what kinds of fish are in the area.
Visit commercial fishery.

Keep Pack den spotless and in good condition.

Help keep own room, home and back yard ridy.

Clean up campaigns.

Write a set of rules for Pack or family to follow when visiting
parks or picnic areas.

Find out about different kinds of soil in yard or community.

Wirite a set of rules—or make posters or charts—on how to prevent
forest fires.

Have a movie show at Pack meeting using nature or conservation
films.

Help can, borttle or freeze food grown in own or other garden.
Help distribute fire prevention posters in community — or other
conservation posters.

Help with weed control. Eliminate poison ivy, rag weed, etc.
Collect seeds and wild herbs for local use.

Help repair fences and gates, etc.

Help remove fire hazards at home, in den and in the country.

Boy Scout and Rover Activities

Wildlife

1.

24
3.

Collect and plant wild flower seeds. Plant shrubs to provide food
and cover for wildlife.

Build and erect bird and squirrel nesting boxes.

Build brush piles to provide cover for wildlife.

Plant hedgerows and. fencerows to provide cover and food for
wildlife.

Make woodland openings to cncourage plant growth to provide
food and cover for wildlife.

Stream improvement projects, such as planting on banks to prevent
erosion; building small dams and cover devices; etc.

Help wildlife technicians in their work.
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10.
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17.

Set up a motion picture showing on wildlife management for Troop
meeting, chartered institution meeting, Home and School assembly,
service club, civic club, Father and Son banquets, or other com-
munity get-together.

Malce posters, or small exhibits, to place in fishing rackle or sporting
goods stores urging sportsmen to observe good conservation practices
or to show how poor wild life managemenr can have a bad effect
on cover, soil and water.

Distribute posters or other educational materials put out by fish
and game agencies.

Assist with rodent control.

Assist with lamprey control in lakes.

Assist with stocking ponds and streams.

Make or help make and maintain Nature Trails.

Work for Wild Life Conservation, Angler, Bird Warden, Friend
to Animals, Naturalist, Stalker and Tracker Badges.

Visit nature reserves, fish hatcheries and study what goes on—Can
you help here?

Work with Humane Society.

Soil and Water Conservation
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Plant up road-cuts or road sides to prevent erosion and to beautify.
Plant up spoil banks and similar areas to prevent erosion and to help
beal “scar on the landscape.”

Plant shrubs, vines and grasses to help heal gullies.

Prepare simple soil erosion demonstrations for use in schools, Troop
meetings, garden clubs, civic clubs, or service clubs.

Work on Scout camp property or farm ro help set up soil and water
conservarion practices.

Plant school yard, public park, own back yard or lawn with grasses
and legumes to provide ground cover and prevent erosion.

Build an exhibit for store window, theatre lobby or other public
place, emphasizing the importance of soil as the source of all food,
most clothing and many other necessities of life; show how not
wasting food helps save soil.

Set up motion picture showing for school assembly programme, Father
and Son Bangquet, Ladies Auxiliary meeting, Parents Night, chartered
institution meeting or some other public gathering on soil and water
conservation.

Visit community watershed, water pumping station, or water supply
station and find out where water comes from, what measures are
necessary to make it usable, and what the water conservation prob-
lems are. Find out if your community has a sewage treatment plant.
If not, how does it dispose of its sewage?





