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KNIVES
e Bigger is NOT necessarily better with knives
e Good outdoor pocket knife
e One or two folding blades
o Attachment for opening cans
o Attachment for driving screws
e Hole punch blade
e Basic knife safety rules
Keep blades CLOSED unless in use.
e When cutting, cutting direction should be away from body
parts.
Keep knife sharp & clean. Sharp knife is easier to control
when cutting.
Close blades before passing to another person.
NEVER carry knife with blade in open position.
NEVER throw knife - in fact, don’t play around with knife at
any time... it’s a tool, not a toy.
¢ Knife maintenance
e Don’t pry with knife tip. Could break the blade.
Don’t put knife in fire. Could cause burn when removed.
May also ruin temper of blade causing blade to fail in use.
Clean by opening all blades, use Q-tip to clean inside,
remove dirt, lint & debris.
If used to cut or spread food, consider washing with dishes.
Lightly oil knife after each cleaning.
Keep from losing in woods by using lanyard or brightly
colored attachment.
CAMP SAWS
e Two common types - bow saw & folding saw (Sven saw)
e Basic saw safety rules
e Keep bow saw blade covered when not in use. Guard can be
made of section of garden hose, slit along length and placed
over blade. Hold guard in place with cord
e Keep folding saw folded when not in use
e Store any saw inside tent or under dining fly when not being
used. Keep dry.
e Use gloves when using saw. Protects hands from cuts and
blisters. Allows better grip on wood and saw.
o Using the saw



e Brace wood being cut firmly, prevents rolling or movement.

e Use smooth, long strokes... letting weight of saw increase
depth of cut. Blade on bow saw can be broken if saw is
twisted or forced excessively.

e Generally a good idea to have a spare blade along.

e Sharpen saw with small triangle file or ignition file, stroking
upward following shape of tooth.

e Over time, any saw blade’s teeth will lose their set (angle to
insure sawdust is removed during cut & prevent binding).
When blade begins binding consistently, replace it.

e AXES
e Not as widely used today as in past, often camp saw and pocket
knife suffice.
o Ax safety

o Keep ax blade sheathed when not in use. Remove sheath
only when ax is to be used. Remove sheath only within ax
yard.

e Keep ax blade sharp... cuts instead of rebounding or
skipping.

e If head loosens, can be temporarily tightened by soaking head
in water so wood in handle expands. Permanent tightening
requires use of wedge.

o ALWAYS wear long pants and sturdy leather shoes when
using ax.

e Use AX YARD if long term (one or more nights) camp to be
established.

o Mark borders of ax yard with bright colored rope or
safety tape.

e One person at a time in the ax yard.

e Other people should be at least 10 feet away from
person doing the chopping.

e Clean up debris of chopping and cutting (wood chips,
twigs, bark, etc.)

o Make sure room exists for ax use. Check immediate area by
holding ax by head and checking clearance from your body
for 360 degrees with ax held out at full horizontal extension
from your body and then swing overhead to make sure there
is no contact with brush or limbs.



e Carry ax with one hand at your side with the blade facing
away from the body. If falling, toss ax away. NEVER carry
ax on your shoulder.

e Passing ax to another person

o Hold handle near the knob with head down.

e Bit faces out at right angles from you and person to
whom being passed.

e When other person has grip on handle, should say
“Thank You!”

e Don’t release the ax until you hear the “Thank You!”.

Tips for using ax

e Limbing (cutting limbs off downed log)

o Stand on side of log opposite of limb to be cut.

e Cut into underside of limb close to its base.

e Keep log between you and cuts, in case of miss or
skip.

e Bucking (cutting through a log)

o Feet shoulder width apart

¢ One hand near the ax head, other near end of handle at
start of swing.

o Lift ax head above shoulder and as you swing
downward let hand at head slide down handle until
both hands are holding the ax at the end of the handle.

o Slide one hand back to head, lift ax and repeat.

o Use strokes so cut is a V-shaped notch twice as wide
as the log is thick.

e Leamn to swing ax from both directions, cutting both
sides of the 'V’ with easy rhythm.

e Use chopping block - large log section, sawed and
stood on end for flat surface. Place wood to be split
on block.

e Use stroke similar to that used for bucking but bring ax
down vertically into wood to be split.

o If stroke does not split the wood, remove the ax and
try again. DON’T try to life ax and wood together and
then bring it back down on the chopping block.

e Sharpening

e Use 8 - 10” mill bastard file



Use knuckle guard, handle & gloves when sharpening.
Brace ax against sturdy log

Dull ax blade will reflect light, file until not reflecting.
Use file so cutting teeth can be felt cutting metal.

Do one side of blade and then reverse

Filing blade can leave burr along new cutting edge,
remove with whetstone, sharpening ax blade as if it
were knife.

SHOVELS
o Used for removing grassy turf from fire lay
o If metal, can be used to move coals during cooking (best to wear

gloves). _
¢ No digging ditches around tents, starts erosion.
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